
provide constructive ways 
for detainees to spend their 
time while at the same time 
preparing them in many 
ways for future reconcilia-
tion as productive contrib-
uting members of Iraqi so-
ciety. 
 
There are approximately 
22,000 detainees in Coali-
tion facilities in Iraq at two 
locations – Camp Cropper 
in western Baghdad and 
Camp Bucca in southern 
Iraq.  Since the beginning 
of 2008, more than 6,500 
detainees have been re-
leased after being carefully 
reviewed and considered to 
be no longer an imperative 
threat to the security and 
stability of Iraq. 

BAGHDAD – The 300th 
MP Brigade spent Memo-
rial Day, May 26, in Iraq, 
assisting the Government 
of Iraq in a ceremony re-
leasing approximately 300 
detainees from Coalition 
custody. 
 
“We host the Lion’s Dawn 
ceremony every month,” 
said Brigade Commander 
Brig. Gen. Robert Hipwell.  
“It’s part of our ongoing 
cooperation with the Gov-
ernment of Iraq.  The cere-
mony marked a symbolic 
new beginning for the de-
tainees.”    
 
Detainees undergo con-
tinuous assessments and 
attend a review board 
every six months.  Prior to 

release, detainees pledge 
to an Iraqi judge that they 
will work for peace and 
maintain good conduct.   
 
Detainees are offered 
classes such as Arabic, 
English, math and civics as 
well as voca-
tional training to 
include carpen-
try, tiling, ma-
sonry, textile 
work and work-
for-pay oppor-
tunities.  Any 
money made 
during their 
time in the TIF 
can be trans-
ferred to their 
families during 
visitation.  
These services 

Former detainees celebrate their release 
at the Lion’s Dawn release ceremony at 
Camp Future in western Baghdad, May 
26.  

Lion’s Dawn releases 300 detainees 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

CG’s Column 2 

CSM’s Word 2 

Brigade News 3 

Saturday Night 
Fever 

4 

News to Use 5 

Jumps 6 

Puzzles 7 

3 0 0 T H  M P  B R I G A D E  

Spartan Times 
J U N E  2 0 0 8  C A M P  L I B E R T Y ,  I R A Q  

AROUND 
THE FOB :  

• The Spring Fling ‘08 
10k will be held 
Sunday, June 8 at 
0600 in front of the 
Camp Victory 
MWR stage (outside 
the Oasis DFAC).  
T-shirts will be 
given to the first 
600 participants. 

• MNC-I PAOs will be 

recording video 
Father’s Day shout 
outs during the 
following days at Al 
Faw Palace between 
1300-1500: 

• Saturday, May 31 

Sunday, June 1 
Wednesday, June 4 
Sunday, June 8 

 

Wathab Shakir, a senior member of the Iraqi Parliament, 
addresses former detainees in support of their release during 
the Lion’s Dawn ceremony, May 26. 
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Team, 
It has been almost two months since we 
took over the MP NORTH mission, and I 
could not be more proud with what the 
300th MP BDE has accomplished in that 
time.  You continue to prove to me that 
you are the “A Team.”  It was a chal-
lenge to switch missions mid-deployment, 
but you took it in stride, displayed the 
utmost patience and professionalism, and 
you are making the mission happen. 
300th MP BDE is the critical linchpin of 

detainee operations in Iraq.  We enable our battalions to make the 
mission happen.  Without the 300th MP BDE’s hard work, Camp 
Cropper, FOB Future, Taji, Ramadi and Ashraf would not be able to 
operate. 
 Even in our short time here, 300th MP BDE has made sig-
nificant contributions to the safety and security of Iraq.  We con-
ducted the Lion's Leap operation to transfer refugees to United Na-
tions control, reducing the need for Soldiers in that mission 

We conducted two outstanding Lion's Dawn re-
lease ceremonies complete with engagement of the Iraqi 
media, showing the Iraqi people through their own news 
outlets our commitment to returning detainees to society. 
 We have improved force protection, construction 
and logistical support to our future Theater Internment 
Facility Reconciliation Centers, and we have expanded 
our reconciliation services support and overall counterin-
surgency operational excellence to moderate the detainees 
in our care. 

But one of our most critical missions is one that 
is not easily summed up as a single accomplishment: it is 
our indefatigable commitment and continuous vigilance to 
any one of a thousand tasks that have enabled us to safe-
guard, secure, and transport thousands of detainees, while 
also enabling us to provide command and control for 
thousands of US and Coalition Soldiers. 

Thank you all for making the mission happen. 
 

Continued on page 6. 

buddy who is out of 
standard, take the extra 
time to ask “what’s go-
ing on?”  You might just 
have identified a Sol-
dier who needs a word of 
encouragement or has a 
problem you can help 
with.  We are a team –
it's everyone's job to 
keep everyone in the 
game. 
 
Finally, congratulations 
to 300th’s new NCOs!  
Sergeants, this is a 
huge step in your Army 
career.  I welcome you 
to the NCO Corps.  Honor 
the NCO Creed and let 
your actions be shaped 
by it: “No one is more 
professional than I!” 
 
Staff sergeants, you 
have gone a further step 

in your NCO career.  I 
congratulate you, and I 
challenge you to challenge 
yourself, take more re-
sponsibility for your Sol-
diers, and remember, know 
your soldiers, always 
place their needs above 
your own, communicate con-
sistently with your Sol-
diers and never leave them 
uninformed. 

Spartans, 
As we enter our second 
month in Baghdad, I thank 
you for your service, pro-
fessionalism and attention 
to detail.  Remember that 
NOTHING happens in de-
tainee operations without 
leadership, discipline and 
standards. 
 
There is a reason we are 
so attentive to keeping 
our uniforms up to stan-
dard.  You can tell a Sol-
dier’s morale from appear-
ance.  So if you see a 

Command Sgt. Maj. 
Virgil T. Akins,  
300th MP Brigade.  

CSM: You can tell a Soldier’s morale from appearance 

Brig. Gen. Robert Hip-
well, commander of 
the 300th MP Brigade. 

Congratulations: 

Staff Sgt. Michelle Adams 

Staff Sgt. Dave Jarski 

Sgt. Shiena Buchanan 

Sgt. Andrew Morales 

Sgt. Darryl Morris 

Sgt. Gretchen Westover 



HHC opens the door to education 
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BAGHDAD, Iraq — With the help of a donation from the 
88th Regional Readiness Command, the 300th Military 
Police Brigade opened a center in May for Soldiers to 
further their education while deployed.   
 
Located off of Spartan Village, a Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation structure, the facility combines internet-
enabled computers with a much-valued quiet location 
for studying.   
 
Whether participating in military correspondence 
courses or continuing a college degree, finding a place 
to learn can be a challenge in a deployed environment.  
Open 24 hours per day, seven day each week, the cen-
ter provides a bit of solace for Soldiers engaging in self-

improvement. 
 
Sgt. Farrah Davis, an noncommissioned officer with the 
300th MP BDE. administration section, is working toward a 
master’s degree online during her deployment. 
 
“My program requires me to study for 30-35 hours every 
week,” Davis said.  “It is hard to find time and place to get 
my work done [while deployed].” 
 
In total, more than a dozen Soldiers have already signed 
up for Army education programs through the education 
center, said Capt. Matt Saul, commander of the Higher 
Headquarters Company of the 300th MP BDE.   
 
 

First Civics class yields success at Dar al-Hikmah 

CAMP CROPPER, Iraq – A juvenile 
detainee writes on a marker board dur-
ing a Civics course at the Dar al-
Hikmah (House of Wisdom) school, 
located at Forward Operating Base 
Future in western Baghdad, April 23.   

“This program is 

very, very 

important to 

[detainees] at 

this age.” 

 

Mohammed, the primary 

instructor for the Civics 

course. 

CAMP CROPPER, 
Iraq - Sixteen stu-
dents of the Dar 
al-Hikmah juvenile 
education center, 
or "House of Wis-
dom," completed 
the school's first 
civics course May 
1, and their 
teacher could not 
have been happier 
with their perform-
ance.  
 
During the 10-day 
civics course, stu-
dents are taught a 
basic understand-
ing of the impor-
tance of family, 
national service, 
Iraqi citizenship 
and the composi-
tion of the Iraqi 
government. 
 
"The program is 
very, very impor-
tant to [detainees] 
at this age," said 
"Mohammed," the 

primary Iraqi in-
structor of the Civ-
ics class.  "I saw 
this after the first 
group."  
 
Although initially 
skeptical of the 
students' ability to 
grasp the course's 
social and govern-
mental concepts in 
a short period of 
time, Mohammad 
said  the results of 
the course's ex-
amination shocked 
him   
 
"They knew all the 
answers," he 
said.  "Even stu-
dents who needed 
help reading or 
writing answered 
correctly."   
 
The civics course 
is poised for a 
larger enrollment 
in its second in-
stallation.  Follow-

ing the graduation 
of the 16 juvenile 
detainees from the 
first class, the sec-
ond iteration, 
scheduled to begin 
later this week, 
has already re-
ceived a voluntary 
enrollment of ap-
proximately 25 
participants. 
 
Dar al-Hikmah, 
which provides 
basic education to 
more than 500 
juvenile detainees 
at the Camp Crop-
per Theater Intern-
ment Facility on 
Victory Base Com-
plex, also provides 
programs in Ara-
bic, history, sci-
ence, geography, 
math and athletics. 



The Birth of a Tradition 
With a blend of near-beer and 

cigars, Spartans of the 300th Mili-
tary Police Brigade and members 
of the supporting units initiated 
the first Saturday night barbeque 
at the patio of the PAD 2 Mayor’s 
Cell, May 24.   
The event was the first brigade 
social, which will continue every 
Saturday night at 1900 throughout 
the summer months.  



TRICARE now covers cholesterol test 
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. -- Athero-
tech, Inc., a cardio- diagnostic 
company, today announced that 
its VAP cholesterol test is now 
covered by TRICARE, the De-
partment of Defense's health 
care plan for the uniformed ser-
vices, retirees and their families. 

The announcement means that 
the VAP(R) Test, with its unique 
ability to identify far more areas 
of risk than the standard lipid 
panel, will now be available to 
the more than 9 million benefici-
aries enrolled in the Military 
Health System (MHS) through 

TRICARE. The MHS provides 
quality medical care through a 
network of providers, military 
treatment facilities, medical clin-
ics and dental clinics worldwide. 

People with a family history or 
an existing condition of diabetes, 
high blood pressure or heart 
disease -- or who are already 
taking cholesterol lowering 
medication -- are candidates for 
the comprehensive VAP 
(Vertical Auto Profile) Test. In 
addition, those who don't score 
within the desirable ranges of 
the standard cholesterol test 

should opt for the more detailed 
VAP Test. 

The largest private insurers such 
as Medicare, Medicaid and the 
Federal Employees Health 
Benefits (FEHB) Program now 
cover the VAP Test. 

The VAP Test is available na-
tionwide. Consumers interested 
in the test can ask their doctor 
for more information or visit 
http://www.thevaptest.com.  

Courtesy of PR Newswire 

Carr, deputy undersecretary of 
defense for military personnel 
policy, said during a conference 
call with military analysts. Army 
spouses routinely say that ob-
taining education benefits is one 
of their top concerns, Carr noted 

“The law (allows transferability in 
limited circumstances,” Carr 
explained. “Specifically, you 
must have six years of service 
completed and agree to [serve] 
four more.  

The Pentagon’s proposal, he 
noted, removes the limiting re-
quirement for re-enlistment of at 
least four years.  

Another proposed bill before 
Congress, Carr said, recom-
mends that service members 
and veterans receive education 
benefits similar to those included 
within the initial GI Bill that was 
used by nearly 8 million veter-
ans after World War II. President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced 
the GI Bill in 1944, which pro-
vided full tuition as well as a 
monthly living allowance for mili-
tary veterans who opted to go to 
school after receiving honorable 
discharges.  

The current Pentagon-endorsed 
proposal on Capitol Hill recom-
mends increasing the GI Bill 
tuition ceiling from about $1,100 
a month to about $1,600, Carr 
said. That figure, he said, dove-
tails with current average col-
lege tuition costs.  

According to recent studies of 
military manning requirements, 
the re-introduction of original GI 
Bill-type education benefits 
would scramble the Army’s per-
sonnel system, Carr said, and 
cause an exodus from the ranks.  

Courtesy of                          
Armed Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON – The Pentagon 
provided proposed legislation to 
Congress to make it easier for 
service members to transfer GI 
Bill education benefits to their 
spouses or children and to in-
crease the tuition ceiling amount 
paid by the program, a senior 
Defense Department official said 
here today.  

The proposal was sent to Capi-
tol Hill on April 21. It reflects 
departmental desire to improve 
education and job opportunities 
for service members and military 
spouses that President Bush 
cited in his Jan. 28 State of the 
Union speech.  

The ability for service members 
to transfer their Montgomery GI 
Bill education benefits to 
spouses exists now, but it’s an 
either/or re-enlistment option, 
with most service members 
choosing bonuses when they 
sign up for another “hitch,” Bill 

Pentagon endorses transfer of GI Benefits to family   

“The law 

(allows 

transferability 

in limited 

circum-

stances,” 

 

Bill Carr, deputy 

undersecretary of 

defense for 

military personnel 

policy. 

http://www.thevaptest.com�
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As we enter the last half of our 
deployment, keep driving on 
and stay mission focused.  The 
sands of time will continue to 
pass quickly and the wind and 
the sands of Iraq will continue 
to remind us that our time here 
is ever changing. 

 
Be prepared for continued 
change.  Change here is inevita-
ble, as we all embrace the awak-
ening and the new Iraq spring-
ing to life around us. We are all 
making history together.    
Years from now you will look 
back and tell many accounts of 
our combined accomplishments 
under 300th MP BDE’s watch. 
 
We have many more challenges 
ahead of us; much work remains 
at Taji and Ramadi; the facilities 
at FOB Future continue to 
evolve to better educate the 
Iraqi youth we have in our cus-

tody.  Fight the good fight every 
day –but be sure you are taking 
care of yourself.  Make time for 
PT, to call home, to spend some 
time with your friends and fel-
low soldiers. 
 
Congratulations and HOOAH to 
our new Sergeants and Staff 
Sergeants.  The future of our 
nation and our Army are en-
trusted to you. 
 
Never forget that we are making 
history every day as we continu-
ally move our mission forward, 
ensuring dignity and respect for 
all detainees and empowering 
moderates to marginalize ex-
tremists. 

 
“Waheed Waheed Nebne El 
What-Ton”.  (One by one we 
rebuild the country) 
 
 

 

 

      

 

Answer Key from page 7 



The Spartan Times Newslet-
ter is published in the interest of all 
Servicemembers, families and civilian 
employees supporting the mission of 
the 300th Military Police Brigade at and 
around Camp Liberty, Iraq  It is an 
unofficial publication authorized under 
the provisions of AR 25-30.  It is writ-
ten, edited and published by the 300th 
MP BDE Public Affairs Office.  Print 
run: As needed by command.  Editorial 
views and opinions expressed in the 
publication are not necessarily those of 
the Department of Defense, Department 
of the Army or the Headquarters of the 
300th MP BDE.  All contributions 
should be addressed to the Public Af-
fairs Office.  The editor reserves the 
right to edit submitted copy for clarity 
and propriety.  All materials may be 
reprinted provided appropriate credit is 
given to the author or contributor. 
 
Public Affairs Officer 
Capt. Corey Schultz 
corne-
lia.schultz@iraq.centcom.mil 
 
Editor   
Spec.  Brandon Hubbard 
Brandon.hubbard@iraq.centcom.mil 
 
Questions, comments, sugges-
tions or submissions, please 
send to Specialist Brandon 
Hubbard at DSN: 312-822-
4832. 
 

 

SUBMISSIONS 
 

Public Affairs uses this news-
letter to tell your story… and 
we can’t do that if we don’t 
know your story. 
Tell us your 
story... 

Something for the Brain 
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